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while, the man is back in jail. How does this happen? Who makes
him a criminal? The jail may send him out as a good man, but the
world messes him up and sends him back again to be locked up.
This world can live only by his fall and that's why the world brings
about his ruination.

"Raghava Iyer was born out of my faith in mankind," wrote
Jayakanthan, in his preface to the novelette, (1961). The author's
abiding concern with manithabhimanam reached its apogee in
Yarukkaga Azhudan, a moving tale about Joseph, an illiterate dish-
washer in a run-down hotel who saw God in every human being.41

Jayakanthan drifted away from the Communist Party. But,
true to his credo, he did not turn against the party. The party too
did not turn hostile towards him. Perhaps the leadership regarded
his action with some relief. He could be useful as a friendly outsider
and his writings too would no longer be a source of any embarrass-
ment to the party. Another relevant factor ensuring continued
friendly contacts between Jayakanthan and his Communist friends
was his association with the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society and his
record as a spirited defender of the Soviet Union. As he says in the
present work:
If in my relations and contacts with Indian Communists I have
to single out one point on which full identity of views has always
existed, that point is our attitude to the Soviet Union. It is a very
important basis for our relationship. However distant I may stand
from the Communist Party and however complex the differences
between us may be, our relationship on this point will continue to
grow ever stronger.43
Jayakanthan states bluntly that in the existing environment in
India there may be many who proclaim their support for the Soviet
Union for a variety of selfish motives. His own support was based
on his appraisal of the philosophy on which Soviet society rested and
the objectives that the society set before itself. "I can understand those
who criticize the Soviet Union. But I cannot trust those who suspect
the basis of Soviet society. Or I tend to regard such persons as
'underdeveloped'," he asserts. The basis of the Soviet society, he